Bible Study

"I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you." Psalm 32:8 

In The Beginning 

Starting up your own Bible Study group, whether for youth fellowship, on campus, or with friends, can be a very daunting task, but it's worth the time once you get to discern God's Word and discuss its impact and meaning with fellow Christians. It is also an excellent way to introduce someone who is new to the faith to the Bible. Even if there is only one other person who attends the sessions, that is all that is needed to have a discussion. Do not be discouraged about attendance or numbers. God will provide.

Digging In 

The best way to start is to just delve right in. This is where the inductive bible study method comes into play. This method requires three steps in analyzing a text:

·  What does the text say? (Observation)

·  What does it mean?       (Interpretation)

· What must I do?             (Application)

Observation entails the literal meaning of the story itself. Start with the obvious. Ask the 5 W's:

1.  Who    - Who are the characters mentioned in the text. Identify any pronouns and who it is referring to?

2.  What   - What is taking place in the text?

3.  Where - Where is the text taking place. For example, where is Paul writing to and where is he writing from? Where is Jesus speaking?

4.  When  - When is this taking place?

5.  Why    - Why are these events taking place? For example, why are the multitudes present? Why is Paul writing the letter?

Answering these questions will first identify the setting of the text.

Sometimes you might have to jump ahead or back a verse or two to get the full context of your specific passage. This will lay the groundwork for a more in depth analysis. Also, using chain references in your study bibles and historical references would be of assistance.

Interpretation is the meat of the passage. This is where you attempt to discover the symbolic, didactic teaching of your chosen passage. What is His message? Why is He telling us this? To prepare us? To teach us something? Go into the metaphors and symbols of the passage and why they are used. Again, use the 5 W's to further discern His word.

Application is the challenge - applying the lesson to us here today. In what ways does this moral change our views? How can we act out these principles? What can we do now to live God's Word? How can we be pro-active Christians? This might be a good time to think of a personal challenge for yourself or each individual in your group, or as a group.

Some Additional Tools

Concordances, chain references, and other reference materials can assist you in further discerning the Bible. Most Bibles (especially the study ones) have concordances, maps and other items that can help you gain context. Not all concordances are exhaustive though. Hence, using online Bibles, such as www.biblegateway.com, will aid in your search for words and phrases in all of Scripture in various English translations.

(*  document prepared by Reena Thomas (St.Thomas) and Alex Kolath (MTC Dallas,FB) based on and inspired by the Bible Study Track of the Leadership Conferences. We hope that this page keeps growing as a resource and encouragement to all youths in our diocese to be part of a regular Bible Study)
